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INGE   Mr.   Toland   has 
thought  fit  to  appear  not 
only  in  Defence  of  his 
exploded  Na%ffetws,  but 
to  offer  a  Specimen  of 
another  Work,  which  at 
this  time  he  is  pleafed  to  call  HODEGUS. 
The  bold  Advances  which  I  perceiv'd  in 
its  Frontifpiece  tempted  me  to  perufe  it  ^ 
and  in  the  Courfe  of  my  View,  I  found 
this  ill-employ 'd  Writer  affirm, 
"  That    nothing  has  fo  much  Pag' 5' 
contributed  to  create  an  Averfion  in 
generous  Spirits  againft  the  Study  of 
the  Old  Teftament,  as  a  Perfuafion  ta- 
"  ken  up  implicitly  from  their  Child 
hood,  That  it  is  throughout,  a  Scene 
,  "  of  Incomprehenfibles,  and  complete 

"  Syftem 


cf  Syftem  of  Miracles  :  To  avoid  all 
"  Ambiguity  or  Logomachy,  1  mean, 
co  that  the  Writers  of  thofe  Books  have 
"  neither  recorded  fuch  Things  for  Mi- 
cc  racles  themfelves,  nor  intended  they 
"  fhould  be  fo  underftood  by  others. 

The  Firft  Part  of  this  Aflertion  muft 
be  altogether  imaginary,  in  Regard  that 
a  Spirit  truly  generous  can  expert  to 
find  nothing  lefs  than  a  Scene  of  Won 
ders,  where  the  Subject  of  it  is  an  En- 
tercourfe  between  GOD  and  Man  ;  and 
fuch  is  chiefly  the  Contents  of  thofe  ho 
ly  Oracles  lodg'd  in  the  Bofom  of  the 
Church  of  Cbrift,  and  therefore  the  ve 
nerable  Pen-men  did  not  only  record 
them,  but  intend  they  fliould  be  received 
as  Miracles, 

Mr.  Teland  fays,   "  The  Sub- 

Pag' 6'  "  jed  of  the  Specimen  I  chufe 
<c  at  prefect  is  but  circumftantial,  and 
<c  particularly  relates  to  the  Pillar  of 
"  Cloud  and  Fire.  I  prove  in  this 
"  prefens  Diflertation,  by  Reafons  and 
<c  Matters  of  Fa<5t,  That  it  was  a  Pillar 
"  of  Smoke,  and  not  a  real  Cloud,  that 

"  guided 
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cc  guided  the  1/raelites  in  the  Wildernefs  j 
"  directing  their  March  with  the  Cloud 
<c  of  its  Smoke  by  Day,  and  with  the 
"  Light  of  its  Fire  by  Night.   And  that 
"  Fire  was  ufed  to  the  lame  Purpofes 
€C  by  other  Oriental  Nations  5 
"  carried  in  proper  Machines  of 
"  mere    human    Contrivance,    which 
<c  might  well   be   called  Ambulatory 
[c  Beacons. 

To  confute  this  amazing  Affertion,  I 
fliall  prefume  to  fhow  him,  How  that 
the  famous  Migration  of  the  Ifraetites, 
thro3  the  vaft  Plains  of  the  Wildernefs, 
can  have  no  proper  Reference  to  the 
neceflitous  Cuftorns  of  fuch  Armies  or 
Caravans  as  have  travell'd  thofe  De- 
farts  lefs  immediately  under  the  Guar- 
dianfliip  of  Jehovah.  I  agree  with  him 
entirely,  That  the  Art  of  Man  muft  in 
this  latter  Cafe  be  highly  ufeful  and  re- 
cjuifite  5  but  that  becaufe  the  Redem 
ption  of  the  Jews  from  the  Egyptian 
Slavery,  was  to  be  unto  all  Ages  a  fpi- 
ritual  Figure  of  the  Manumiflion  of  true 
Chriftians,  from  the  Yoke  and  Bondage 

of 
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of  Sin,  by  the  Guidance  of  Meffiah  the 
eternal  Son  of  GOD-  I  am  therefore 
perfuaded,  That  thofe  unutterable  In 
dications  of  Majefty  which  are  laid  up  in 
the  Treafures  of  the  Omnipotent,  were 
expedient  to  be  fliown  (efpecially  con- 
iidering.the  Stubbornnefs  of  that  People) 
on  fo  folemn  an  Occafion,  and  that 
fome  of  thofe  heavenly  Furnitures  were 
then  expofed,  I  {hall  evince  on  the  par 
ticular  Circumftance,  now  in  difpute, 
by  the  regular  Method  of  purfuing  his 
own  Words. 

He  fays,  "  Therefore  if  the 
"Pillar  of  Cloud  and  Fire  be 
"  otherwife  underftood  than  of  ordi- 
cc  nary  Fire  and  Smoke,  fuch  an  Inter- 
cc  pretation  muft  needs  be  grounded 
<c  on  certain  Circumftances  not  poffible 
£C  to  be  fo  underftood,  and  fuch  as  ne- 
"  ver  happen  d  in  the  Courfe  of  Na^ 
"  ture,  neither  before  nor  iince. 

To  this  I  anfwer,  That  my  Expli 
cation  is  grounded  on  fuch  Incidents  as 
are   not  only  poffible  to  be  fo  under- 
ftood,  but  very  difficult  to  be  appre 
hended 
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hended  in  any  other  Manner  5  for  let 
him  but  reflect  on  what  I  lightly  touch'd 
of  the  Complexion  which  the  Hebrews 
efcape  from  Egypt  was  to  canry  to  all 
Pofterity,  and  he  will  find,  that  it  be 
gan  with  the  extended  Arm  of  GOD 

vifible   in    mighty    Signs  and 

\w     j  j      •  i  T    i       Sx°**  v"« 

wonders,  and  with  great  Judg 
ments  upon  the  obdurate  Egyptians,  till 
at  the  laft  they  made  Excurfion,       . 
with  an    high    Hand,    to    the 
Number  of  600000  on  Foot,    ~X11' 37' 
that  were   Men,    befides  Children  and 
a  mix'd  Multitude.     They    halted  at 
<%amefes,  and    from   thence  journied  to 
Succothy    taking    the    Rout    to 
Etham  in  the  Edge  of  the  Wil- 
dernefs  :    And    the  Lord  went   before 
them  by  Day  in  a  Pillar  of  a  Cloud, 
:o  lead  them  the  Way  5  and  by  Night 
:n  a  Pillar  of  Fire,  to  give  them  Light. 
hie  took   not  away  the  Pillar  of  the 
ploud  by  Day,  nor  the  Pillar  of  Fire 
:rom  before  the  People. 

B  But, 


(    to  ) 
But,  fays  Mr.  ToW,    <c  Be- 

p     i  *  j 

ing  therefore  in  Etbam,  on 
£C  the  Edge  of  the  Wildernefs,  the 
"  Thing  appointed  for  making  Signals, 
cc  was  Fire  $  whofe  Flame,  but  not  its 
cc  Smoke,  is  very  far  feen  by  Night  5 
cc  as  its  Smoke,  tho'  not  its  Flame,  is 
"  perceived  at  a  great  Diftance  by 
"  Day. 

I  would  freely  ask  this  Gentleman, 
how,  or  where  it  appears  to  our  pre- 
fent  Purpofe,  that  this  Signal  by  Fire 
was  appointed  ( I  mean  Fire  of  Human 
Preparation )  3  but  I  am  fully  fenfible, 
that  the  whole  Tentateucb  will  not  afford 
him  One  lingle  Paflage  which  can  ad 
mit  of  fuch  an  Inference  5  fo  I  will 
^ver,  and  maintain,  that  in  Confe- 
cjuence  of  all  the  preceding  Miracles, 
this  was  a  prodigious  One  : 
When  in  all  their  Affiaion,  He 
was  affli&ed,  and  the  Angel  of  his  Pre- 
fence  faved  them  in  his  Love,  and  in 
his  Pity  redeemed  them,  bare  them, 
and  carried  them  all  the  Days  of  Old. 
I  fay,  when  the  Angel  of  G  o  D'S  Prer 

fence 
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fence  took  upon  him  the  Immediate 
Conduit  of  his  Armies,  being  no  other, 
as  the  Prophet  witneflfeth,  than  the  Son 
of  GOD,  perfonally  under  the  obvi 
ous  Reprefentation  of  a  cloudy  Pillar^ 
wherein  his  Power  operated,  conjun 
ctive  with  the  Sign,  which  in  it  felf  ap- 
pear'd  (  by  the  beft  Judgments )  like  an 
obfcure  airy  Body,  or  thick  Cloud, 
both  in  Sight  and  Quality  a  Column 
of  mod  wonderful  Form,  erecting  it 
felf  to  a  furprizing  Height  in  the  Ele 
ment  :  And  as  this  was  .  its  ^Phenomena, 
by  Day,  fo  by  Night  it  feem'd  a 
fplendid  afpiring  Flame,  one  and  the 
fame  in  Subftance  as  what  it  really  was 
by  Day. 

But  I  fliall  now  look  back  on  an 
Article  that  will  much   enlighten   my 
Defign  :    Let    it  be  remember'd,  that 
when  Mo/es  was  firft  accofted  at 
Horeb,  the  Angel  of  the  Lord 
appear'd  unto  him  in  a  Flame  of  Fire 
out  of  the  midfl   of  a  Bufh  5  and  he 
look'd,  and  behold  the  BuCh  was  not 
confumed  :  That  this  Angel  was,  the 
B  z  Angel 


.    •<  . 

Angel  of  the  Prefence  ( or  the  Mediator 

of  the  Second  Covenant )  not  only  that 

Chapter,    but    1/aiab,     with   the    Troto 

Martyr,  St.  Stephen,  will  teftifie. 

Acisvii.         A      ,  ir.      vi          r  n 

And  it  it  did  at  lint  appear  m 
a  flaming  Quality  to  Mofes,  how  much 
more  will  it  follow,  that  he,  in  this 
Manner,  fupplied  the  Neceffity  of  artful 
Machines,  in  guiding  his  People  by  a 
miraculous  Pillar  of  a  Cloud  and  Fire  ? 
So  had  it  not  been  previoufly  fignified, 
that  this  Figure  fliould  conduct  them, 
the  Legilktor,  chear'd  by  the  Great 
Conceffions  of  Jehovah,  would,  no  doubt, 
have  follicited  for  this^  or  fome  other 
vifible  Symbol  of  G  0  b's  Prefence,  to 
lead  them  thro'  that  tracelefs  Defart. 

I  am  thus  far  advanced   in  fhewing 
that  this  Illuftrious  Guide  had  no  Re 
lation  to  Human  Aft,  was  no  mere  In 
vention  of  Men,  nor  at  all  properly  to 
be  call'd    itt   Ambulatory  Btacon.     Tho* 
Mr.  Poland  is  hardy  enough  to  declare 
the  Mannet  of  or ckring  this  Fire. 
"  It  was   (adds  he)  under  the 
*c  Dlreftioa  of  a  prpper  Officer,  and 

!!  highly 
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"  highly  elevated  in  a  certain  Machine 
cc  on  a  Pole,  which  was  carried  before 
cc  the  firft  Line  of  the  Army,  whence 
<c  it  could  be  Feet!  by  all  the  reft. 

But  how  flagrant  will  this  appear  irt 
the  marginal  Quotation  he  has  pro- 
duc'd  for  it  ?  when  we  confider  that 
the  People  having  fpoken  againft  GOD 
and  Mofes,  fiery  Serpents  wrere  fent  a- 
mong  them,  which  bit  and  deftroy'd 
many  of  them.  And  the  Lord 
faid  unto  Mvfes,  Make  thee  a 
fiery  Serpent,  and  fet  it  upon  a  Pole  5 
and  it  fllall  come  to  pafs  that  every  one 
that  is  bitten,  when  he  looketh  upon  it, 
fliall  live.  And  Mofes  made  a  Serpent 
of  Brafs.  Is  this  the  conducting  Ma 
chine  which  he  infinuates  was  carried 
before  the  firft  Line  of  the  Army  ?  What 
then  did  they  for  a  Guide  before  this 
Serpent  was  made  ?  All  that  Thirty 
Years  ProgreflTion  in  the  Wildernefs  for 
this  fore  Punifliment,  was  not  infli&ed 
till  they  had  been  near  fo  long  a  time 
come  out  of  Egypt.  What  Connexion 

has 


(  '4  ) 

has  this  with  the  Pillar  of  Cloud  and 
Fire  ? 

But  to  purfue  my  proper  Story  3  ha 
ving  left  the  numerous  Affembly  of  If- 
rael  at  Etbamy  I  muft  trace  them  at  their 
Encampment  before  (pi-bakiroth. 

Exod.  xiv.2,.    i  i/li          J       L       c 

between  mtgdol  and  the  Sea, 
over  againft  <Baal-%epbon.  They  took 
up  their  Station  in  this  Corner  of  feem- 
ing  Difficulties  by  the  Command  of 
Exod.  xiv.  Him  who  covered  himfelf  in 
2«-  the  Pillar  of  a  Cloud  :  Be- 

— xiv-  3-  caufe,  fays  the  Lord,  Pharaoh 
will  fay  of  the  Children  of  Ifrael,  they 
are  entangled  in  the  Land,  the  Wilder- 
nefs  hath  fhut  them  in.  And  I  will 
harden  (pbaraotis  Heart,  that  he  {hall  fol 
low  after  them  :  And  I  will  be  ho 
noured  upon  ^Pharaoh  and  upon  all  his 
Hoft  3  that  the  Egyptians  may  know  that 
I  am  the  Lord. 

Thus,  tho?  He  fpread  a  Cloud 

V.39.  ?  .  .-  -  _. 

for  a  Covering,  and  Fire  to 
give  Light  in  the  Night,  yet  this  ob 
durate  Prince  would  come  up  againft 

the 
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the  Deity  lodged  therein,   moved  by  a 
haughty  Infatuation  5  and  with 
all  his  Horfes,  Chariots,  and 
Horfemen,  overtook  them   encamping 
before  Baal-zfybon.     At  thiS  Place  comr 
menced  an  Occafion  for  new  Wonders, 
as    it    was    providentially    defigned    it 
fliould  3  for  the  Jews  governing  them- 
felves  by  the  Paflions   of  corrupt  Na- 
ture>  perceiving  the  near  Approach  of 
their  Enemies,  were  in  great  Fear,  and 
cried  out  unto  the  Lord.   And  Exodf  xlv. 
'Mofes   faid   unto    the  People,  I3* 
Fear  ye  not,  ftand  ftill,    and   fee  the 
Salvation  of  the  Lord,  which  he  will 
fhew   you   to    day  :    For    the  Egyptians 
whom  ye  have  feen  to  day,  ye  lliall 
fee  them  again  no  more  for  ever.    The 
Lord  (hall  fight  for  you. 

But  I  leave  it  to  Mr.  Tolanfs  Judg 
ment,  how  fruitlefs  thefe  Admonitions 
would  have  proved,  if  the  An-  Exodt  xiy< 
gel  of  GOD,  which  went  be-   J?- 
fore  the  Camp  of  J/rael  (had  not)    re 
moved  and  went  behind  it,  or  the  Pil- 
Jar  of  a  Cloud  went  from  before  their 
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Face  and  flood  behind  them*   The  He* 
brews,  who  were  well  aware  that  this 
was  the  Sign  of  the  Prefence  of  Jehovah, 
were  much  comforted  at  its  miraculous 
Motion,   efpecially  when  they  faw  it 
difplay  Obfcurity  and  Terrour  to  their 
Adverfaries,    but  Light  and  Glory  to 
:iVt     themfelves :  As  it  did  when  it 
came  between  the  Camp  of  the 
Egyptians  and  the  Camp  of  JJrad,  and 
it  was  a  Cloud  and  Darknefs  to  them, 
but  it  gave  Light  by  Night  to  thefe. 
Concerning  this  Particular,  Mr.  To- 
land  fays,  "  It  is  obferv^ble  that 
P.  28.  a  tke  ggyptians^  accuftomed  to  the 

cc  Manner  of  pafling  thofe  Defarts,  were 
"  not  amaz'd  at  the  Cloud  (which 
"  they  muft  certainly  have  been,  were 
"  it  a  Thing  unufual)  but  on  the  con- 
"  trary,  they  followed  it. 

This  Obfervation  will  be  efteem'd 
very  weak,  in  regard  that  it  does  not 
appear  the  Egyptians  were  ftifficiently  a- 
maz'd  at  ail  thofe  direful  Plagues  fliow- 
er'd  on  them  before  in  their  own  Coun 
try,  upon  the  Score  of  this  very  People. 

Their 
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Their  Stupidity,    and  the  audacious 
Pride  of  their  ftiff-necked   Monarch, 
[mother' d  their  Surprize,  and  doath'd 
them  with  Temerity,  which  pufh'd 
them  on,  not  only  to  defie  the  T>usky 
Pillar,    but  to   venture  upon  an  At 
tempt  equally  full;  of  Dread,  and  ex- 
a£tly    as  unufual :    What  elfe  could 
have  hurried  them  ( without  Amaze  ) 
to  go  down  into  the  Channels  of  the 
Sea,  after  the  Tribes  of  Ifratl,  when 
thro'  the  Benevolence  of  Him  that 
had  dwelt  in  the  Bufli,  and  was  now 
Refident  in  the  Cloud.    Mofes  Exod.  xiv; 
ftretch'd  out  his  Hand  over  2I- 
the  Sea,  and  the  Lord  caus'd  the  Sea 
to  go  back  by  a  ftrong  Baft  Wind,  all 
that  Night,   and  made  the  Sea  dry 
Land,  and  the  Waters  were  divided. 
I  fay,    what   more    unufual  ?    Whac 
more  (hocking  ?   Yet,    where  is  the 
Egyptians  Affright  ? 

And  now  if  this  Pillar  of  a  Cloud 
and  Fire  had  been  an  Ambulatory 
Beacon,  or  a  Portable  Flame,  I 
would  willingly  be  fatisfied,  what 

C  Sou- 


Sort  of  Human  Art  could  have  altered 
the  Property  of  its  Apparition  ? 
What  mere  Invention  of  Men  could 
have  caus'd  it  to  enlighten  the  Rear 
of  the  Ifraelites,  and  obfcufe  the  Front 
of  the  Egyptian  in  the  preferit  Vicinity 
of  the  two  Armies  ?  No,  Mr.  TolanJ, 
it  was  the  Angel  of  GOD'S  Pre- 
fence !  The  Eternal  Son  of  GOD, 
under  that  Difguife,  as  I  (hall  more 
plainly  fliew  in  a  fhort  time.  In  the 
Interim,  I  cannot  but  ask  you,  what 
would  have  become  of  your  Ma 
chine  upon  the  Pole,  if  fuch  a  Thing 
had  been  then  contriv'd,  while  that 
ftrong  Eaft  Wind  blew  all  the  Night  ? 
That  Wind,  agitated  by  Him  who 
dwelt  in  the  Pillar  of  a  Cloud  and 
Fire  (as  he  is  a  Jealous  GOD,  a  con- 
fuming  Fire )  would  have  been  com- 
miffion'd  to  diflodge  and  level  every 
Thing  that  was  called  a  Natural 
Guide  to  the  People,  in  Oppofition 
to  his  fecret  Refolves  of  fliewing  no 
thing  but  Signs  and  Wonders  on  this 
important  Occafion. 

Thus 


Thus  the  Children  of  l/rael  ExoJt  xltr, 
went  into  the  midft  of  the  22- 
Sea,  upon  the  dry  Ground,  and  the 
Waters  were  a  Wall  unto  them  on 
their  Right  Hand,  and  on  their  Left : 
And  the  Egyptians  purfu'd,  and  went 
in  after  them,  to  the  midft  of  the 
Sea,  even  all  Pharaoh's  Horfes,  his 
Chariots  and  Horfemen.  And  it 
came  to  pafs,  that  in  the  Morning 
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Watch,  the  Lord  looked  unto  the 
Hoft  of  the  Egyptians,  through  the 
Pillar  of  Fire,  and  of  the  Cloud,  and 
troubled  the  Hoft  of  the  Egyptians , 
and  took  off  their  Chariot  Wheels, 
that  they  drove  them  heavily  5  fo 
that  they  faid,  Let  us  flee  from  the 
Face  of  1/rael,  for  the  Lord  fighteth 
for  them  againft  the  Egyptians. 

But  their  Amaze  was  then  unfea-* 
fonable,  and  too  late  5  it  was  now 
fufficiently  evident  to  them,  that  their 
Anoyance  proceeded  out  of  the  Pilr 
lar  of  Fire,  and  of  the  Cloud,  for 
the  Tribes  march'd  on  by  the  Light 
of  it,  without  fronting  the  Egyptians  $ 
C  2  till 
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^1  Mofes   (was   commanded 
and  )  ftretched  forth  his  Hand 
over  the  Sek,  and  the  Seajreturn'd  to  his 
Strength,  when  the  Morning  appeared, 
and  the  Egyptians  fled  againft  it,  and 
the  Lord  overthrew  the  Egyptian!--  in 
the  midft  of  the  Sea. 
;    In  what  tremendous  Manner 
was  utter'd,.:  or  what  Arrows  were  fents 
out  of  the  Store-houfe  of  Vengeance* 
which   wrought   this  Gonfufiori   and 
Difcomfiture,  whether  it  was  mighty 
Thuaderings    and    Lightenings,    or 
other  inconceivable  Weapons  of  Jeho* 
"Vahy  tlizt  Egypt,  felt  from  the  Pillar  of 
Cloud    and    Fire:    yet    fure    I   am^ 
that  it  was  attributed,  to  i the  Power 
Exod.  xiy.  lodg'd   within    it  5    for,  'fays 
31-  Mojesy  and  Ifrael  faw  that  great 

(Hand,  or)  Work,  which  the  Lord 
did  upon  the  Egyptians,  and  the  People 
fear'd  the  Lordj  and  believ'd  the 
Lord,  and  his  Servant  Mojes  •  becaufe 
it  was  apparent  to  them,  that  their 
Help  was  from  that  Column. 

'•  io 
3  I  fhaii 


in  this  Place  digrefs  a  little, 
by  looking  back  to  a  foregoing  Re 
mark  5  for  as  I  had  faid  that  the  Re 
demption  of  Ifrael  from  the  Bondage 
of  Egyftj  was  always  to  be  deem'd  a 
Spiritual  Type  of  the  Manumiffian  of 
Chriftians  from  the  Slavery  and  Yoke 
of  Sin  5  fo  thisr  fwift  Deftru&ion  of 
prefumptuous  Pharaoh  muft  be  reckon'd 
by  us  as  a  Symbol  of  the  final  Ruin 
that  will,  befet  (at  the  Conclufion  of 
this  World)  the  Unbelieving,  Impe 
nitent,  and  Gainfayers :  For  who  can 
contend  with  Him  whom  the          .,   , 
Prophet  faw  when  theThrories 
were  caft  down,  and  the  Ancient  of 
Days  did  fit,    whofe   Garment   was 
white  as  Snow,    and  the  Hair  of  his 
Head  like  the  pure  Wooll  5  his  Throne 
was   like  the   fiery  Flame,   and    his 
Wheels  like  burning  Fire.     A   fiery 
Stream  iffued  and  came  out  from  be 
fore  Him,  thoufand  Thoufands  mini- 
ftred  unto  Him,,    and  Ten  thoufand 
times  Ten  thoufand  ftood  before  him  : 
The  Judgment  was  fet,  and  the  Books 
^  were 


(  ^^  ) 

were  opened.  Let  us  beware  then 
how  we  fpeak  great  fwelling  Words 
againft  the  Almighty,  for  not  only 
Red  Sea,  but  the  Gulph  of  Perdi 
tion,  the  Abyfs  of  the  everlafting 
Worm,  will  be  ready  to  immerge  all 
that  fight  againft  GOD,  whether  as 
He  is  in  Heaven  above,  or  when  He 
has  defcended  in  a  Pillar  of  Cloud 
and  Fire.  For  not  only  this  Pillar  has 
been  feen  darting  Wrath  and 

Exod.XlV.25.     r^    n        n_-  T-         1 

Deltruction    upon   Earth  5 

but  alfo  to  St.  John  was  communicated 

a  great  white  Throne,   and 

Rev.  JO&GI  I.    T  ,F          i  r  f 

Him   that  lat  on  it,    from 

whofe  Face  the  Earth  and  the  Heaven 

(like   the  Egyptians)    fled  away,    and 

there  was  found  no  Place  for  them. 

But  to  return  to  Mr.  Toland:  (fays 

2      he)  "  As  for  the  Thing  it  felf, 

29"    "  the   moving   of    the    Fire, 

cc  which  is  the  Point  in  queftion,  it 

"  was  a  Stratagem  of  War   there  no 

"  lefs  than  ellewhere.  "    I  hope  what 

I  have  before  faid  will  convince  every 

thinking  Perfon,  chat  GOD  was  uri- 

ckr 


,          . 
der  no  Neceffity  of  ufing  the  petty 

Stratagems  of  War,  nay,  rather  it 
was  expedient  for  Him  to  manifeft  his 
intrinfick  Virtue  and  Power.  And  as 
Mr.  Toland  has  own'd,  That 
he  was  the  King  of  Ifrael ;  fo 
I  think  in  this  Particular  he  ftands 
confuted  3  fince  all  Men  will  believe 
that  JeboVab  their  King  exerted  him- 
felf  at  this  feeming  Dilemma,  which 
the  wondrous  Paflages  of  the  moving 
Pillar,  and  Pharaoh's  Overthrow,  does 
fully  evince  that  He  did. 

I  am  now  to  follow,  as  is  my  Du 
ty,  this  fame  Pillar  of  a  Cloud  and 
Fire,  from  the  Red  Sea  to  .  , 

the  Wildernefs  of  Sin,  be 
tween  Elim  and  Sinai ;  where  I  find 
the  whole  Congregation  in   an  un 
grateful  and  harfli  Din  of  Murmur 
againft  Mofes  and  Aaron,  becaufe  they 
fat  not  by  the  Flefh-pots  of  Egypt  as 
heretofore.    And  Mofes  fpake         .    , 
unto  Aaron,  Say  unto  all  the 
Congregation  of  the  Children  of  If 
rael,  Come  near  before  the  Lord,  for 

He 


(  14) 

He  hath  heard  your  Murmurings. 
Was  not  this  as  if  he  had  faid,  Come 
towards  the  Pillar  of  Cloud,  the  To 
ken  of  GOD'S  Prefence  ?  And  that 
this  was  his  Meaning,  the  fucceeding 
Verfe  will  fliew  :  For  it  came  to  pafs 
as  Adrm  fpake  unto  the  whole  Con 
gregation  of  the  Children  of  Ifrael, 
that  they  looked  toward  the  Wilder- 
itefs,  and  behold  the  Glory  of  the 
Lord  appeared  in  the  Cloud.  How 
ridiculous  now  would  it  be  to  ima 
gine,  that  Mofes  fummon'd  the  People 
to  approach  Mr.  Toland's  portable  Fire, 
or  that  the  Glory  of  GOD  fliin'd 
forth  in  that  fcanty  Machine.  Yet  he 
goes  on,  "  But  as  it  does  not 
u  follow,  that  the  Lamp  over 
"  the  Tent  of  Darius,  nor  the  Fire 
"  and  Smoke  over  Alexander's  Tent 
did  kindle  or  move  of  themfelves, 
but  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  ma- 
nag'd  by  proper  Officers  :  The 
fame  Supposition  ought  as  naturally 
to  be  made  concerning  the  Fire 

over  the  Tent  ofJeboVab,  and  would 

a  ,,0 

'• 
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drink.     Yet  the  Lord  their 

Deut,  j,  31.      f^  i       „„         * 

GOD  went  m  the  Way  be* 
fore  them,  to  fearch  out  a  Place  to 
pitch  their  Tents  on  5  in  Fire  by 
Night,  to  fliew  them  by  what  Way 
they  fiiould  go,  and  in  a  Cloud  by 
Day.  The  Need  of  Water  (it  ieems) 
at  this  Place  was  fo  great,  and  the 
Inclinations  of  the  People  fo  muti 
nous,  that  Mofes  cried  unto  the  Lord, 
and  faid,  What  fliall  I  do  unto  them, 
they  be  almoft  ready  to  ftone  me  ? 
sw.xvij.  And  the  Lord  faid,  Behold, 
<$•  I  will  ftand  before  thee  there 

upon  the  Rock  in  Horeb,  and  thou 
{halt  fmite  the  Rock,  and  there  fhall 
come  Water  out  of  it,  that  the  People 
may  drink. 

Let  me  ask  Mr.  Toland,  How  did 
the  Lord  ftand  before  Mofes  upon  the 
Rock  ?  Has  not  all  impartial  Expo- 
fitors  rendered  it,  That  the  Pillar  of 
a  Cloud  and  Fire,  which  was  their 
Guide,  moved  to  this  Place,  and 
ftood  upon  the  Rock,  a  Signal  to 

notify 


(  ^7  ) 

notify  that  on  it  he  would  fliew  forth 
the  Power  of  his  Prefence  ?  How  long 
then  will  this  Writer  forge  to  himfelf 
an  Iron  Pot  or  fuch  like  Ve 
hicle,  hung  upon  a  Crook  on 
the  Top  of  a  Pole  ?  A  rare  Invention 
(peculiar  to  his  Genius)  to  contain 
the  Glory  of  the  GOD  of  Sabaoth. 
Yet  this  is  the  Pillar  of  a  Cloud  and 
Fire  which  Mr.  Toland  contends  for  : 
And  I  am  forced  to  believe  (from 
the  Pains  he  takes  to  have  it  fo)  that 
in  the  Generality  of  his  Spirit,  he 
would  wifh  his  Creator  had  no  better 
Refidence,  or  rather  had  no  Being  at 
all 

To  fufpend  a  little  the  Difpute  touch 
ing  [touching]  this  Objed:  of  Won 
der  :    I  come  to  another  Branch   of 
Mr.  Toland's  Specimen :  Says  he, 
"  After  having  demonftrated    p* 4*' 
"  that  the  Pillar  of  Cloud  and  Fire 
was  not  miraculous,  "  I  think  it 
now  fit  to  difcharge  the  Promife 
"  of  {hewing,   That   the  Angel   of 
Dx  "the 


(  28  ) 

"  the  Lord,  which  carried  the  Pillar 
cc  behind  the  Ijraelite,  or  between 
"  them  and  the  Egyptians •,  was  a  mere 
"  Mortal  Man,  the  Overfeer  or  Di~ 
"  reftor  of  the  portable  Fire,  and  the 
cc  Guide  of  the  Ifraelites  in  the  Wilder- 
cc  nefs.  And  therefore,  if  made  out, 
"  will  not  only  fpoil  a  world  of 
<c  quaint  Allegories  and  typical  Ob- 
"  fervations,  but,  to  the  great  Mor- 
"  tification  of  a  Thoufand  Bookfel- 
"  lers,  turn  many  entire  Treatifes  to 
"  Wafte  Paper. 

As  nothing  can  be  more  magifterial 
than  this  Sort  of  Oratory  3  fo  if 
what  I  have  already  faid  concerning 
the  Angel  of  the  Prefence,  may  not 
be  deem'd  fufficient  to  deprefs  fuch 
an  Article,  I  refer  my  felf  once  more 
to  another  Place  in  the  Prophet  Jjaiah  : 
jfai.  ixiij.  Then  He  remembred  the 
"•  Days  of  Old,  Mojes  and  his 

People,  faying,  Where  is  He  that 
brought  them  up  out  of  the  Sea,  with 
the  Shepherd  of  his  Flock  ?  Where  is 

2  He 


He  that  put  his  Holy  Spirit  within 
him  ?  Is  not  this  He,  in  the  pth  Verfe 
preceding,  call'd,  the  Angel  of  the 
Prefence  ?  And  did  not  this  Angel 
fay  ?  I  am  the  God  of  thy 

_/.-  ,       '       j      c    Ai     i  ExoJ.m.6. 

Father,  the  God  or  Abraham, 
the  God  of  Ifaae,  the  God  of  Jacob; 
And  Mofes  hid  his  Face,  for  he  was 
afraid  to  look  upon  GOD.  And 
when  Mo/es  required  his  Name,  faid 
He,  I  am,  that  I  am. 

Now  as  all  Men  mtift  confefs,  that 
Mofes  was  the  Temporal  Mediator  of 
the  Firft  Covenant,  fo  every  Chri- 
ftian  will  acknowledge,  that  the 
BleiTed  Jefus  was  the  Spiritual  Media-r 
tor  of  the  Second,  and  that  He  was 
this  fame  Angel  !  This  real  Guide  ! 
Hnnieli  doth  teftify,  Jefus  John  viij. 
faid  unto  them,  Verily,  veri-  58- 
ly,  I  fay  unto  you,  before  Abraham 
was,  1  am  3  which  is  alfo  confirmed 
by  his  Father.  While  he  thus 

r     i  1  ^11    *^«-34- 

fpake,    there  came  a  Cloud 
and    overfhadow'd  them,   and   they 

feara 


fear'd  as  they  entered  into  the  Cloud  j 
and  there  came  a  Voice  out  of  the 
Cloud,  faying,  This  is  my  beloved 
Son,  hear  him. 

But   farther,    to   evince    that   this 

was  the  Guide  of  the  Jfraehtes,   I  have 

St.  <Pd«/'s  Suffrage.     Did  they 

i  Cor.  x.  4.  1 1      i   •    i       i       r  o    •   •• 

not  all  drink  the  lame  Spiri 
tual  Drink  (our  Fathers,  who  were 
under  the  Cloud,  and  pafs'd  thro' 
the  Sea)  for  they  drank  of  the  Spiri 
tual  Rock  that  went  with  them,  and 
that  Rock  was  Chrift :  Therefore 

neither  let  us  tempt  Chrift, 

as  fome  of  them  alfo  tempt 
ed,  and  were  deftroy'd  of  Serpents  : 

For  unto  us  a  Child  is  born, 

Jfni  ix.  6.  r*  •        '  •"  '  i 

unto  us  a  Son  is  given,  and 
the  Government  {hall  be  upon  his 
Shoulder,  and  his  Name  {hall  be 
call'd,  Wonderful  Coun/ellor,  the  Mighty 
God,  the  Everlafting  kather,  the  Prince 
of  Teace. 

This,  Mr.To/dwd,  isthatjefus  whom 
we  wOrfhip,  the  Eternal  Son  of  G  o  D  ! 

The 


The  Angel  of    his  Prefence  !    Who 
hath  taken  Human  Flefli,  by  being 
born  of  his  Mother,  the  fele&ed  Vir 
gin,  to  no  other  End,  than  to  pur- 
chafe  to  himfelf  a  glorious  Church^ 
by  One  perfedt  Oblation,  to  appeafe 
the  Wrath  of  his  Father,  and  redeem 
the  Seed   of  the  Faithful,  to  become 
Mediator  and  Head  of  that  Commu 
nity,    and  defend  her  Rights  againft 
all  its  Enemies.     And  as  in  ju^  xiil-a 
his  Name,   fo  He  is   in  his  l8- 
divine  adorable  Perfon  !  In  his  won- 
derful  incomprehenfible  Works  !  He 
who  is  Jehovah's   ever  during  Pm,.vii/. 
Wifdom  !  And  by  Reafon  of  u- 
the  Unity  of  his  Eflence,  Partaker  of 
all   his   Counfels,    call'd  the   Eternal 
Father,  becaufe  he  is  the  Author  and 
Finifher  of  our  Faith,    by  renewing 
the  World  to  a  State  of  Grace   and 
Life,  which  is  oppofite  to  the  prefent 
perifliing    and    blaiphemous  John  xij- 
Age>  pregnant    with   voiun-  *l- 
tary  Darknefs,  of  which  Satan  is  Rife* 

ler; 


(  3*) 

ler :  He  is  call'd  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
becaufe  He  is  the  fupreme  King  of 
his  Church,  and  hath  made  Reconci 
liation  between  GOD  and  it. 

And  if  this  was  the  Guide  that 
moved  the  Pillar  of  a  Cloud  and 
Fire  before  the  Hebrews,  at  whofe 
Prefence  Mofes  hid  his  Face,  with 
what  Front  can  Mr.  Toland  call  this 
Angel  of  the  Lord  a  mere  mortal 
Man  3  yet  he  goes  on,  "  As 
"  for  his  A&ions  in  the  Go- 
<c  vernment  of  the  Pillar  or  Cloud> 
"  I  have  already  explain'd  them  all, 
and  ftiown,  that  not  only  they 
might  be  done,  by  natural  and 
ordinary  Means,  but  that  other 
Nations  did  the  like  in  every  re- 
"  fpe£t,  without  needing  or  pretend- 
"  ing  the  Afliftance  of  any  fupcr- 
"  natural  or  extraordinary  Power. 

Tho'  I  have  not  feen  any  due  Ex 
planation  from  this  Writer,  as  to  the 
Aftions  of  Him  that  govern^  the 
Pillar  of  a  Cloud  and  Fire  j  yet  I  de- 

fie 


fie  any  Nation,  but  the  /*«*,  to  pro 
duce    Records    in   their  own   behalf, 
that  are  in  every  refpeft  like  what  I 
have  quoted  from  Sacred  Writ   con 
cerning  that  Column  ;  neither  do  I 
fuppofe  that  the  fcatter'd  Remains  of 
that   vagrant   People   have   been   yet 
feduced,  to  confefs  any  thing  inferior 
to  an  extraordinary  and  fupernatural 
Power    in    the   Conduit   of   it.      A 
Power !    fo   convincing  to  their  An- 
ceftors,  that  they  begg'd  they  might 
no  more  hear  the  Voice  of  it.     Said 
they  to  MofeSy  fpeak  thou  with  Exoj9  xx. 
us,  and  we  will  hear  :  But  let  J?- 
not  GOD  fpeak  with  us,   left  we  die. 

And  yet  we  have  lived  to  find  that 
which  was  fo  terrible  to  them,  ren- 
der'd  by  Mr.  Tolantfs  Scheme  fo  fami 
liar  to  us,  as  one  of  like  Nature  with 
ourfelves:  For  (adds  he)  "  It 

cannot  limply  and  perem- 
"  ptorily  be  concluded  from  the  Word 

Angel,   that  the  Diredor   of    the 

Guiding    Pillar    was    other    than 
E  "a  Man  5 


(  34  ) 

u  a  Man  5  for  the  Hebrew  Word  is 
"  not  lefs  general  than  the  Greek 
"  Word  from  which  we  have  formed 
"  Angel.  "  It  fignifies  any  Mef-. 
"  fenger  whatfoever,  Mortal  or  Im- 
"  mortal  5  fo  that  Circumftances 
"  alone  can  determine  what  kind  of 
"  Meffenger  is  meant. 

I  have  defied  no  fairer  Propofal 
from  the  Author  of  Hodegus,  than  to 
commit  to  Circumftances  the  Arbi 
tration  of  this  Conteft  5  for  as  I  have 
no  bafe  Ends  to  ferve,  or  finifter 
Views,  no  oblique  Intentions  againft 
the  Epifcopal  Paitorfhip  in  the  Church 
of  Britain,  fo  I  Hull  chearfully  acclaim 
for  the  Law  and  Teftimony,  to  de 
cide  the  Point :  And  if  I  have  not  al 
ready  been  happy  enough  to  gather 
Circumftances  lufficiently  harmoni 
ous.,  I  fiiall  return  to  my  Courfe  of 

following    the   Pillar,    and   Produce 

»v  ' 

more. 

We  left  the  Children  of  Ifrad  at 
iw,    and   now  find    they    were 

departed 


SIX. 


departed  from  thence  to  the  Exodt 
Defart  of  Sinai,  and  had  *• 
pitch'd  in  the  Wildernefs,  and  there 
Ijrad  camp'd  before  the  Mount.  For 
GOD  having  tranfported  the  Pillar 
to  the  Top  of  Mount  Sinai,  a  notable 
Signal  was  given  by  its  fettling  there 
for  the  People  to  reft. 

And  Mofes  went  up  unto  ExoJm  x;x< 
GOD,  and  the  Lord  call'd  3- 
uuto  him  out  of  the  Mountain,  fay 
ing,  Thus  (halt  thou  fpeak  unto  the 
Houfe  of  Jacob,  and  tell  the  Children 
of  Ifrael,  ye  have  feen  what  I  did  unto 
the  Egyptians,  and  how  I  bare  you  on 
Eagles  Wings,  and  brought  you  unto 
my  felf,  ( that  is,  to  the  Place  where 
my  Pillar  is,  which  I  have  ordain'd  to 
be  the  Seat  whence  my  Statutes  {lull 
be  iffued ) :  Now  therefore,  if  ye 
will  obey  my  Voice  indeed,  and 
keep  my  Covenant,  then  ye  {hall  be 
a  peculiar  Treafure  unto  me  above 
all  People  5  for  all  the  Earth  is  mine, 
Mojes  fraught  with  this  falutary 
E  i  Com* 


ComrniflSon,  defcends  from  the  Pillar 
on  the  Mount,  and  laid  before  them 
thofe  Words,  who  with  an  univocal 
Exod.  xix.  Confent,  returned.  All  that 
»•  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  he  will 

do. 

This  is  that  Mofes  who  was  in  the 
Church  of  the  Wildernefs 
i'38'  with  the  Angel  which  fpake 
to  him  in  the  Mount  Sinai,  and  with 
our  Fathers  5  who  received  the  lively 
Oracles  to  give  unto  us.  Does  not 
all  thefe  Circumftances  determine  it 
in  Favour  of  my  Argument  ?  Is  the 
Lord,  who  fpake  to  Mofes  in  the 
Mount,  called  any  thing  more  than 
Angel  here  ?  it  being  truly  a  proper 
Diftindion,  in  regard  that  he  was 
anointed  a  Meffenger  by  the  unfa 
thomable  Councils  of  the  Trinity,  to 
work  out  the  Redemption  of  Man 
kind.  Was  He  not  then  the  Angel 
of  the  glorious  Prefence  ?  the  Difpenler 
of  the  firft,  and  Mediator  of  the  fe* 
cond  Covenant  ? 

Far- 


Farther,  the  fame  which  St.  Stephen 
calls  an  Angel,  was  Him  that  faid 
unto  Mofes.  Lo,  I  come 

t      '    .  1  •    i     /~ii         1      Exod>  xix.  9. 

unto  thee  in  a  thick  Cloud, 
that  the  People  may  hear  when  i 
fpeak  with  thee,  and  believe  thee  for 
ever.  Now  though  upon  the  Dona 
tion  of  the  Law,  there  were  fome 
other  awful  and  terrible  Inftances  of 
GOD'S  Glory  and  Prefence  upon 
Mount  Sinai ;  yet  the  Pillar  was  ftili 
<ionfpicuous  with  the  reft  :  For  in  all 
their  Journies,  He  took  not 
away  the  Pillar  of  the  Cloud 
by  Day,  nor  the  Pillar  of  Fire  by 
Night,  from  before  the  People.  And 
faith  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  ^  xxiij- 
fend  an  Angel  before  thee,  20- 
to  keep  thee  in  the  Way,  and  to 
bring  thee  into  the  Place  which  I  have 
prepared  3  Beware  of  Him  and  obey 
his  Voice  5  provoke  him  not,  for  He 
will  not  pardon  your  Tranfgrellions, 
for  my  Name  is  in  Him.  Now  tho' 
it  be  evident,  that  it  was  the  Son  of 

GOD 


GOD  who  fpake  thefe  Words  unto 
Mofes,  yet  He  reprefents  himfelf  on 
an  Errand  founded  upon  the  deep 
Refolves  of  the  blifsful  Triad.  Come 

ifai.  xiviij  ye  near  unt°  me  5  hear  ye 

'5*  this,   I  have  not  fpoken  in 

fecret  from  the  Beginning  $  from  the 
Time  that  it  was,  there  am  I.  And 

if*,  xiviij.  now  the  Lord  GOD  and  his 
*5-  Spirit  has  fent  me—  Hearken 

unto  me,  O  Jacob  and  Ifrael,  my  Called, 
I  am  He,  I  am  the  Firft,  I  alfo  am 
the  Laft.  And  fays  G  ox>,  Provoke 
Him  not,  for  my  Name  is  in  Him, 
(id  eft)  He  is  of  the  fame  Eflence 
with  Me.  To  confirm  this,  fays 
Chrift,  Tho'  ye  believe  not 
Me,  believe  the  Works  j 
that  ye  may  know  and  believe,  that 
the  Father  is  in  Me,  an  I  in  Him. 

I  have  colle6ted  all  thefe  Circum- 
ftances,  to  determine  the  Meaning  of 
the  Word  Angel,  on  our  prefent  Oo 
cafion  3  and  I  am  now  full  of  Hope, 
that  I  have  fet  in  a  due  Light  the 

Perfon 
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Perfon  of  him  who  had  the  Direction 
of  the  Guiding  Pillar,  fince  I  repre- 
fent  Him  as  I  find  Him,  the  Second 
in  myfterious  Diftinftion  of  the  glo 
rious  Godhead. 

Tho'  Mr.  Toland  is  not  afliamed  to 
fay,  "  And  this  is  the  Reafon 
"  why   I    conclude,    that   the 
"  Angel  of  the  Lord,  who  directed 
"  the  Pillar,  was  a  mere  Man  j  be- 
"  caufe  all  that  He    did   might   be 
"  done  by  Man,  and  has  been  adhi- 
"  ally  done  by  many  Men. 

What  Mortal  in  the  De-  Kum^  xx 
fart  of  Zin  could  have  brought  I0- 
Water  out  of  the  Rock,  (to-  allay  the 
Thirft  of  more  than  600000  People) 
but  by  the  Operation  of  Him  who 
concealed  himfelf  in  the  Pillar  of 
Cloud.  Obferve  what  the  unadvifed 
Fruit  of  Mofes'  Lips  brought  upon 
himfelf  and  daron  :  Hear  now,  ye 
Rebels,  muft  we  fetch  you  Water  out 
of  this  Rock  ?  How  juftly  is  GOD 
jealous  of  his  Honour  ?  Both  thofe 

Favourite 
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Favourite  Perfons  died  with- 
out    going    into   Canaan,    for 
37'  this  very  Crime.     Will  Mr. 
Toknd  then  fet  his  Face,   like  a  Flint, 
againft  GOD,   and  attribute  that   to 
many  Men,    which   alone    was    the 
Work  of  the  Deity. 
p  But    he    perfifts  :  "  Thefe 

"  Things  thus  explained,  it 
"  remains  only  to  know,  who  was 
"  the  Guide  and  Director  ?  I  anfwer 
"  then,  That  for  the  greateft 
"  .Part  of  the  Time,  if  not 
"  during  die  whole  Time,  this  Guide 
"  was  no  other  than  Hobab,  the  Bro- 
"  ther  in  Law  of  Mo/es,  who  was 
"  born  and  bred  in  the  Wilderneis, 
"  and  confequently  well  acquainted 
"  with  the  feveral  Parts  of  it. 

To  this  I  reply,  That  there  was  from 

the  Hebrews  Encampment   at   Etham^ 

on  the  Edge  of  the  Wildernefs  where 

the  Lord  firfl  went  before 

them  by  Day  in  a  Pillar  of 

Cloud^  to  lead  them  the  Way,  and 

by 


to  guide  them  in  all  their 
Travels  fo  long  as  it  was  needful  3 
without  giving  place  to  compliment 
Hobab  with  the  Office  of  Diredor 
General.  And  as  I  have  thus  far 
fully  produced  my  Credentials,  I  ftiall 
only  fuperficially  touch  on  Mojes*  Re- 
quell  (to  this  imaginary  Guide  of 
the  portable  Fire)  which  was,  no 

F  doubt. 


doubt,  founded  upon  human  Caution, 
when  he  defir'd  Hobafrs  Company 
and  Advice  in  fundry  Particulars, 
which  he  is  fuppofed  to  apprehend, 
that  GOD  might  not  reveal  unto 
him.  For  Mojes  well  knew,  and  it 
muft  be  obvious  to  the  other,  that 
the  certain  Harbinger  and  Guide  of 
the  Army  was  Jehovah's  Pillar  of  a 
Cloud  and  Fire. 

I  now  return  once  more  to  Mount 
Exod.  xxiv.  Sinai,  where  the  Glory  of 
*6-  the  Lord  abode,  and  the 

Cloud  cover'd  it  fix  Days,  and  the 
feventh  Day  He  called  unto  Mojes 
out  of  the  midft  of  the  Cloudy 
and  the  Sight  of  the  Glory  of  the 
Lord  was  like  devouring  Fire  on 
the  Top  of  the  Mount  in  the  Eyes 
of  the  Children  of  Jfrael  ,•  and  Mofes 
went  into  the  midfl  of  the  Cloud. 

Can  there  be  yet  any  thing  fo 
dull  as  to  fancy,  that  this  was 
Hobab's  Pot  of  Fire  hung  upon  a 
Pole,  and  carried  to  the  Top  of  the 

Mount  ? 
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Mount  ?  Is  it  not  plain,  that  this 
was  the  Prefence  or  GOD  ?  who 
having  commanded  a  San-  £m/  xxv 
ftuary  to  be  made,  that  He  8- 
might  dwell  amongft  them.  Mofes, 
becaufe  of  the  Idolatry  of  the  Tribes 
in  his  forty  Days  Abfence,  took  the 
Tabernacle,  and  pitched  it  to^«*iij: 
without  the  Camp  afar  off,  ?• 
and  called  it  the  Tabernacle  of  the 
Congregation.  And  it  came  to  pafs, 
that  every  one  which  fought  the  Lord, 
went  out.  And  when  Mofes  went  out 
to  the  Tabernacle,  all  the  People  rofe 
up  and  flood,  every  Man  at  his  Tent 
Door,  and  looked  after  Mojes  until 
he  was  gone  into  the  Tabernacle. 
And  it  came  to  pafs,  as  'Mofes  en 
tered  into  the  Tabernacle,  the  Clou 
dy  Pillar  defcended,  and  flood  at 
the  Door  of  the  Tabernacle  5  and 
the  Lord  talked  with  Mofes.  And 
all  the  People  faw  the  Cloudy  Pil 
lar  fland  at  the  Tabernacle  Doon 
And  all  the  People  rofe  up  and 
F  2  worfliip- 
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worfliipped,  every  Man  in  his  Tent 
Door. 

Had  this  been  HobaFs  ambulatory 
Beacon,  furely  the  Adoration  had 
EXO  xxxij.  been  as  grofs  Idolatry  as  that 
<s-  of  the  provoking  Molten 

Calf:  But  it  was  the  Angel  of  the 
Divine  Prefence  /  The  Redeemer  of 
the  World  1  And  their  Homage  was 
juil  and  reafonable  ;  for  the  People 
perplexed  and  terrified  by  the  Cloud's 
Departure,  followed  Mojes  with  Heart 
and  Eye,  as  their  Mediator  towards 
GOD,  to  fee  if  the  Cloud  would  re 
turn  and  ftay  with  them :  Seeing 
which,  to  defcend  again,  they  re 
new  their  Worftiip  to  GOD,  as  an 
Atonement  for  their  late  abominable 
Idolatry. 

Mo/es  improves  the  Favour 
of  this  Interview  with  G  o  D, 
and  like  a  juft  Steward  for  his  People, 
lays  their  Condition  open  before  the 
Fountain  of  Omnifcience,  in  the 
moft  moving  Strains  of  humble  Elo 
quence^ 
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quence,  and  ceas'd  not  to  entreat  till 
he  had  obtained  an  Aflurance,    that 
the   Cloudy  Pillar    fhould    be   with 
them    as    heretofore.      And  £*0.xxxiij. 
GoDfaid,  my Prefence (hall  J4- 
go  with  thee,  and  I  will   give  thee 
Reft.    And  Mofes  faid   unto  Him,    if 
thy  Prefence  go  not  with  me,  carry 
us  not  up  hence.     And  G  o  D  —  xxxir. 
defcended  in  the  Cloud,  and  *• 
flood  with  him  there,  and  proclaimed 
the    Name  of  the   Lord  5   and   the 
Lord   paflfed    by    before    him,    and 
proclaimed     the    Lord,     the     Lord 
GOD,    merciful  and  gracious,  long 
Suffering,    and   abundant  in   Good- 
nefs  and  Truth.     And  Mofes         .    , 
made  hafte,    and  bowed  his 
Head  towards  the  Earth,   and  wor~ 
fhipp'd. 

And  now  I  {hall  fliut  up  our  Difpute 
concerning  thismiraculousPillar,  in  the 
laft  Words  of  the  Book  of  Ex 
odus  :    Then  a  Cloud  cover'd 
the  Tent  of  the  Congregation,    and 


the  Glory  of  the  Lord  fill'd  the  Ta 
bernacle  :  And  Mofes  was  not  able  to 
enter  into  the  Tent  of  the  Congre 
gation,  becaufe  the  Cloud  abode 
thereon  $  and  the  Glory  of  the  Lord 
fill'd  the  Tabernacle.  And  when  the 
Cloud  was  taken  up  from  over  the 
Tabernacle,  the  Children  of  Ifrael 
went  onward  in  all  their  Journies ; 
but  if  the  Cloud  were  not  taken  up, 
then  they  journey'd  not  till  the 
Day  that  it  was  taken  up  3  for  the 
Cloud  of  the  Lord  was  upon  the 
Tabernacle  by  Day,  and  Fire  was 
on  it  by  Night,  in  the  Sight  of  all 
the  Houfe  of  Ifrael  throughout  their 
Journies. 

All  that  remains  for  me  yet  to  do, 
is  to  caft  me  on  the  free  unbyafs'd  Sen 
timents  of  every  candid  Reader,  to 
whom  I  appeal,  whether  Mr.  Toland, 
or  my  felf,  have  produced  moft  Cir- 
cumftances,  to  vindicate  the  Honour 
of  GOD,  by  continuing  ftedfaft  to 
the  unalterable  Meaning  of  the  Holy 

Book3 
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Book,  and  the  venerable  Memory 
of  that  Illuftrious  Legiflator,  whofe 
Name  I  had  the  Honour  to  receive  at 
the  Laver  of  Regeneration. 


LONDON, 

I oth  February )  1720. 


FINIS. 
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